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 BUMBUSI - 
A HIDDEN GEM

in the Truest Sense[ WRITER: Shelley Cox - Africa Conservation Travel ]
[ PHOTO: Nicholas Milne ]

Remoteness is hard to come by these 
days because everything we do is so 
proximal and interconnected. For many, 
the concept of remoteness is finding 
wild spaces off the beaten track, where 
solitude and connection to the natural 
world are possible without the clouded 
noise of our modern-day lives. Africa has 
some of the world’s largest remaining, 
wildest and most biodiverse natural 
landscapes where this solitude and 
reconnection to nature is possible. In 
Hwange National Park, a ‘Hidden Gem’ in 
the truest sense is Bumbusi Wilderness 
Camp, remote enough to offer the 
seclusion and solitude immersed within 
nature, yet relatively easily accessible 
from Victoria Falls. The stone and thatch 
chalets looking out onto the lawns and 
natural waterhole and spring, completely 
complimenting the geology of this 
reclaimed wilderness.  

Bumbusi Wilderness Camp lies in the 
Northern section of a reclaimed corner of 
Hwange National Park where various gorges, 
ancient river channels, drainage lines, rocky 
outcrops and hills dominate the landscape, 
and where wildlife have had very few 
encounters with any human presence. The 
rugged terrain is the perfect environment 
to immerse oneself into the wilderness and 
to connect that much more with the earth 
through a heightened sensory experience by 
slowing down and exploring on foot.  
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It was whilst exploring the gorge-lines and 
the “camouflage rocks” that professional 
guide Blessed Mpofu comes into his own, his 
passion for wildlife and the wild landscapes 
of Zimbabwe shining through with his every 
step, and with the knowledge he imparted 
about every detail of nature that we came 
across. From the detail of the trees in the 
area to the wildlife droppings and spoor, 
plants and petrified wood – Blessed went 
into detail about the history of the area, 
the important role everything plays within 
the ecosystem, and the threats to different 
species that inhabit these wild spaces of 
Africa. 

Our stay at Bumbusi was a bit of a 
juxtaposition – whether to get out and 
explore the area on foot more or stay within 
the confines of the oasis of the camp. Both 
options offering that essential element 
of solitude and connectedness to nature 
that we had been in search of. Nestled in 
the shade of mature indigenous trees and 
bolstered by a natural spring line feeding 
into a swimming pool and waterhole, the 
camp itself was not only a magnet for us to 
relax and unwind but a magnet for wildlife 
too. On one of the mornings where our 
group was undecided on what to do, the 
guys headed out for a walk to “camouflage 
rocks” and the ladies took the option to 
stay and enjoy the ‘earthiness’ and natural 

surroundings of the camp. We could not 
have chosen a better option, as a couple 
of hours later, the quiet serenity of our 
surroundings was disturbed by alarm calls of 
the baboons on the outskirts of the camp, 
and the sounds of a squealing warthog.  
Not even 200 metres from camp, two lions 
had killed a warthog… and the guys had 
missed it all!  

However, Bumbusi is not just about the 
landscapes and wildlife, the Bumbusi 
National Monument, located not far from 
the camp, offers an authentic cultural and 
historical element to the experience, and 
today remains a sacred site for the Nambya 
people. The National Monument of Bumbusi 
consists of two distinct parts, a dry-stone 
building now in ruins, thought to date from 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; 
and a series of rock art engravings depicting 
spoor of wildlife and human footprints, many 
life-size and very distinct. 

Constructed along the south side of Bumbusi 
and resting atop the sandstone kopjes, the 
ruins are built of sandstone slabs in a similar 

style to that of Great Zimbabwe. Whilst there 
has been some research conducted, due to its 
remote location, the archaeological site has 
not been researched intensively. It is however 
thought that the workmen chose an elevated 
site and levelled the ground, then built their 
walls around the outer edge. From the fact 
that in nearly all cases, traces of circular wood 
and dagga huts are seen within the walls, it 
would seem that these walls were built mainly 
for protection. The walls were three to four 
feet thick and rammed full of rubble and small 
stones. At the highest point of the fortified 
kopje a huge baobab tree casts a shade over 
Zanke’s kraal—a specially fortified enclosure 
at the top of the hill, with space for only one 
or two huts. The sole approach to this fortress 
was along a narrow passage enclosed by 
high walls and topped with small towers. The 
passage was wide enough for only one person 
to pass at a time, and it is believed that this 
could have been a former chief’s residence. 

The three sets of rock engravings at Bumbusi 
lie in close proximity to the Bumbusi National 
Monument. The first 180 metres from the 

ruins, the second 800 metres away and the 
third about 2.5 kilometres away. The majority 
of the wildlife spoor depicted in the engravings 
can still be seen in Hwange National Park. 

On our last evening, as Blessed walked us 
through one of the rock engraving sites, we 
continued along a path that branched out 
into a small opening where a beautiful bush 
dinner had been set up for us to enjoy a night 
under the stars. It was the perfect end to an 
incredible few days enjoying the quiet solitude 
of this ‘Hidden Gem’, and reconnecting with 
nature in more ways than we had anticipated. 

The team at Bumbusi really enhanced the 
overall experience, with attention to detail 
in every aspect, and a friendliness that made 
you feel like you were in a “home away from 
home”. If you are looking for a true sense 
of remoteness that has a balanced blend of 
wildlife, landscapes and culture/history – and 
you are wanting to reconnect to nature – 
whether relaxing at camp or out on foot, then 
the wonderful Hidden Gem of Bumbusi is 
calling you.

[ Professional Guide Blessed Mpofu ]


